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TEEN  SCHOLARSHIPS
WHY START IN 9TH GRADE for SCHOLARSHIPS?
There are millions of dollars in mini-scholarships out there,  just waiting for you to apply!  You don’t have to have fabulous grades, and you don’t have to be a star jock to get them.  They may be small ($150 to $1500), but you can get dozens of them!  Hundreds!  Together, they can add up to HUGE money for any college.  
Most scholarship applications require you to write a one-page essay about what you want to do with your life, or what you have already done to prove that you are…. 

1. Deeply interested in some topic, some hobby, science, art, career, or future, 

2. Willing to work intensely, and have done so in the past (physically, mentally, or creatively),
3. Have a record of giving service to others and to good causes,
4. Able to work with and lead others on committees, student government, church, activities, & sports,
Corporations and Schools give education money to kids who have a track record of getting out there and shaking their world – even in very small ways.  Kids dedicated to “vegging out” or simply hanging with the guys, do not create life-changing experiences that will bring in money.
So, in order to prepare yourself to find and apply for scholarships when you are in your last years of High School (or later!), you have to start as a freshman (or right now!) to get active and involved in the above areas.  You simply can’t afford to sit around until you are 16 or older, and then try to cram-in all the kinds of activities you will want to write about.  (But it is better to do some activities now than never!)
Three non-academic, non-athletic areas in which scholarship committees seem to be most interested  are 

1) extra-curricular activities, 2) public service, and 3) leadership experiences.  So those are three areas in which to focus your energies while preparing for future college funding applications.
Besides, getting involved and active is what makes life FUN.  Are you bored during your summers and evenings?  Guess why?  Get out there and do some things that will earn you big bucks later!
The most important factor that will earn you big bucks in scholarship money is TENACITY!  That means having the guts and the drive, the “stick-to-it,” to keep applying and applying and applying!  Guts and drive are not inborn talents – they are daily decisions YOU can make!  And the more you decide to use your guts and your drive to do good things, the stronger they will become!  (A side effect of this tenacity is huge growth in your self-respect, and your ability to succeed at anything.  You will see for yourself that you can do more than you would have believed!)
This workshop will tell you where the scholarships ARE, and how to apply.  But your part of the deal must start as early as possible - getting experiences you can write about.      

GET GOING NOW!    NOW IS BETTER THAN NEVER!
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Great scholarship sites are listed  on the

TEEN FINANCIAL AID HANDOUT.

Read every single page under every heading on those sites!
· Make yourself a promise to spend AT LEAST an hour every single school day : reading site information, seeking scholarships, writing essays, collecting letters of recommendation, and filling out  applications.  Don’t forget to include a stamped, self-addressed envelope with each request for application, and with the application itself.
· Plan to send out at least 3 applications per week.
ALSO CONTACT YOUR SCHOOL COUNCILOR AND ALL LIBRARIES FOR RECENT BOOKS ON SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL AID
I found 2 great books on Amazon, and bought them to get more info for YOU!  You can buy them too, if you want your own:

Complete Idiot's Guide to Financial Aid for College    By David Rye   2nd edition
 501 Ways for Adult Students to Pay for College: by Gen Tanabe  3rd edition
(Contact:  Lndavis@burgoyne.com  for a presentation to your group!!)
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