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TEEN FINANCIAL AID for college
(Notes for the Power Point Presentation)
WHERE ON EARTH DO I START???

· Everyone’s need are different.  

· Everyone’s goals are different.  

· Sooooooo…..This information is general, but very valuable.  

· It’s up to YOU to dig in and search out what fits YOUR needs!

DECIDE WHAT YOU WANT TO BE WHEN YOU GROW UP?

· One online assessment test is livecareer.com.  Be sure to say “No thank you” to all the free offers,” or “Next” if you don’t know how to go forward.  Not all free assessment tests are helpful, but at least they’re free and will give you a few suggestions.

· Your high school or a nearby college or university probably has good assessment tests to help you decide on a career or trade.

· The LDS Employment Center may give you a free SDS Career Options Finder Test, 

OR call Lorie Davis (512-665-6652) and she will administer it to you free.

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AID:

This can be your biggest source of financial aid by far!    There are grants, loans, and work-study programs.  Generous aid is offered to those who have been in, or agree to join the U.S. Military.  Since details change from year to year you should get the latest information from a college or high school career center or councilor, or order it from:
The Student Guide, by the U.S. Dept. of Education

Federal Student Aid Programs

P.O. Box 84

Washington,  D.C. 20044

Phone 800-433-3243
EVERYONE NEEDS A FAFSA!

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid is required by the government and most institutions giving education money.  I’s a list of all your basic information and financial needs.  So download a copy online from:  http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/   (You may need to use a browser other than your usual one to find it or fill it out.  There are sites with loads of tips to make your situation look most aid-friendly for you and your family.  Most financial aid books list the best tips. Don’t lie on anything, or you’re sunk!)

Many local colleges give workshops on how to fill out the FAFSA .  Take advantage sooner than needed!

RULE #1   ALWAYS APPLY EARLY! – Government money runs out quickly every year. Aid money from every source runs out early.  Find out when their competition opens (usually Jan 1 each year), and when their cut-off deadlines are.  Be first in line by preparing months ahead!  If you miss this year’s deadline, start early to get ready for next year’s deadline.
STATE AID:  (Different requirements for every state.  Call any state’s college financial aid agency and 
learn the names of financial aid programs in that state.  Residency requirements differ  
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 widely on many issues.  Some states will accept each other’s eligibility, and many will waive out-of-state fees for those who have served in the military.  Forms for Texas aid are available at high schools or the address below.)
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board

P.O. Box 12788, Capitol Station

Austin TX 78711 – 2788

512-427-6340 or 800-242-3062

Site:  www.thecb.state.tx.us
Eligibility requirements for a Texas student: 

1 yr residency, driver’s license, vehicle registration, voting card, in-state employment records.

MONEY FOR MERIT, NEED, SPECIAL TALENTS   Investigate all three types of money before settling for just one.  You may not be straight-A, but you may have dire financial needs.  You may not be poor or brilliant, but you might be a terrific jock, actor, artist, or bagpipe player.  

Google the name of special talents and interests you have.  Find organizations or clubs about that.  Ask the clubs if they have financial aid for your talent.  Or if there are schools that specialize in your talent.


Specialty scholarships and grants, see: http://www.mentalfloss.com/blogs/archives/44245 
CHOOSE A CHEAP COLLEGE:  Community colleges cost one-fifth as much as Big Name Schools.  State universities cost less than private ones.  You can always take your general courses at a community school, or even online, and enter Big Name School for your last 2 years and graduation.

TALK TO A FINANCIAL AID OFFICER at the schools you like.

Most colleges and universities have grants and scholarship money, especially for minorities, the disabled, and women.  Make an appointment with the Financial Aid officer and have a thorough discussion about what might be available for you.  Gather all your education and financial papers together (including last 3 Tax returns) and take them with you, just in case.  It’s good to have an idea in mind of what career interests you.  Or if you don’t know, you may discuss testing and counseling that will help you match your talents and interests with the college’s programs.
TALK TO YOUR MAJOR DEPARTMENT’S ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT about grants, scholarships and other aid from that department only.  She/he, usually knows more than the department head about what’s available.  Make an appointment and tell her you would like to spend an hour with her at a convenient time, and that interruptions will be OK during your visit.  Besides funding, she can tell you more than anyone else about the program, possibilities, work-study programs, best teachers, and post-grad employment.  Make her your friend, and KEEP her as your friend! 

SEARCH “SCHOLARSHIPS” ONLINE
Search the topics: “College scholarships,”  “College financial Aid”  “College grants”  Each Scholarship site will suggest other search terms at the bottom of the page  Try them all.  Every Sites 
will carry ads for other sites that look like scholarship money.  Be careful about where you leave your 
personal information!  Many links will swipe your info for nasty purposes, or later swamp all 
your addresses with junk mail or worse.  Why not make a special g-mail address ONLY        (TSN page 3 of 6) for  scholarship info?  Then if it gets hacked by scammers, it won’t ruin your REAL addresses.  Search universities that offer online courses, plus various schools that may have financial aid for the specific 
By signing up at a legitimate website, you will receive all kinds of offers for all kinds of schools.  This is not a bad thing.  You’ll get a lot of junk mail, but that’s part of the deal.  You can always call and ask the unwanted institutions to remove you from their contact lists, and they will.  

Various sites have various kinds of information.   Some that looked good for deep exploration were: www.scholarshiphelp.org    www.collegescholarships.org/collegegate. 

AS YOU START YOUR SEARCH:
1. Start by knowing one or two areas you might like to study.  You may have to investigate a lot of schools to find one that offers exactly what you want.
2. Consider the options of: a) online courses of study, OR   b) schooling in brick universities & colleges.

3. Decide on whether  you seek part time or full time education.  Which will fit your circumstances?  Different kinds of aid are given for full or part time, and for online or brick-&-mortar education.

4. You may need to hold a job while you learn.  Or not.  Figure out your needs and options.

Search Free Websites: listed in the Funding Your Education Handout, page 4. 
SOME HINTS:

Golden Rule:  As long as a scholarship or grant meets your interests and goals DO apply! You have nothing to lose but a couple of hours, and 2 postage stamps.  Every request for scholarship info MUST include an SASE (stamped, self-addressed envelope) or the foundation may not send you the application foms.

Seek scholarships that include funds for “College Freshman.”  They offer money for that first year.  If you’re already a Junior or Senior, a first-year scholarship will give you more time to apply for more scholarships before your second year.

BE PERSISTENT!!  Keep looking and looking and looking! Applying and applying and applying!  Keep asking the next person, and the next.  Negotiate kindly when you have more than one school that wants you.
COMMUNITY SERVICE GROUPS   offer money, and are found in every town.  These groups are local, and will not show up online.  Check the yellow pages under Service Clubs, or ask at the public library or Community Center for lists of local service clubs.  Phone each groups and ask if they have local scholarships for local students.  Their NATIONAL org may have additional scholarships listed online as well.  

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL SERVICE GROUPS:   Look at these for scholarships.
ALTRUSTA  An international service org of businesses that volunteer: http://www.altrusta.com 

AMERICAL LEGION – http://www.legion.org  

AMERICAN RED CROSS – http://www.redcross.org 
ASSOCIATION OF JUNIOR LEAGUES INTERNATIONAL:   http://www.ajli.org 
CIVITAN  (especially for developmental disabilities, see Shropshire Scholarship)  http://www.citivan.org 
ELKS CLUB – http://www.elks.org 


   





FRATERNAL ORDER OF EAGLES --   http://www.foe.com



KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL    http://www.Kiwanis.org 
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS    http://www.kofc.org 
LIONS CLUB INTERNATIONAL    http://www.lionsclub.org 
NATIONAL GRANGE    http://www.nationalgrange.org 
NEIGHBORWORKS    http://www.nw.org 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER    http://www.performingarts.net 
ROTARY CLUB    http://www.rotary.org 
RURITAN    http://www.ruritan.org 
SALVATION ARMY    http://www.salvationarmyusa.org 
SERTOMA INTERNATIONAL    http://www.sertoma.org 
SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF THE AMERICAS (SIA)    http://www.soroptimist.org 
U.S. JAYCEES    http://www.jaycees.org 
U.S. FREEDOM CORPS    http://www.usafreedomcorps.gov 
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS    http://www.vfw.org 
YMCA/YWCA    http://www.ymca.net 
ZONTA INTERNATIONAL – women’s improvement, see: Amelia Earheart Fellowship fund and M. Klausman Women in Business Scholarship Fund.    http://www.zonta.org 
LOCAL CHARITIES AND NON-PROFITS FOR EDUCATION:  Ask a Reference Librarian for a directory of local charities and foundations.  As you phone each, ask them if they know of others groups.

CHARITY WIRE    http://www.charitywire.com

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION LOCATOR  http://www.cof.org/Locator/ 
NETWORK FOR GOOD    http://www. networkforgood.org    

VOLUNTEER MATCH    http://www.volunteermatch.org 

YAHOO DIRECTORY  wend through:  Philanthropy / Community Service and Volunteerism / Regional Information.  Then search your state and city, plus explore odds and ends categories.    http://www.Society_and_Culture/Issure_and_Causes/ 

OTHER POSSIBILITIES  for local scholarships:

· Your parents’ or relatives’ labor unions
· Local businesses, big and small  (Try H.E.B. in Austin) (Smith’s or Ream’s in Utah)

· Fortune 500 companies (in the search box put the company name and “scholarships”   – Wal Mart Scholarships.  OR  Bank of America Foundation scholarships)

· Local Politicians (whether or not you voted for them)

· Back issues of local newspapers, online.  Search for past winners.  Seek “scholarship” or “scholarship and winner” as search terms.

· State Agency for Higher Education  Ask.  (Some will even give you a list of all grants and scholarships)

· Nearby community colleges, vocational schools, 4-year colleges and universities.  VISIT THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE IN PERSON, and see what financial aid they offer!
· Career Service Office at colleges and universities.  Visit them BEFORE and DURING your education.  They are always getting new money, and widening the acceptance parameters.
· Campus Clubs and Organizations you join might give financial aid.  “Future Lawyers Club” 
· Find your prospective industry by looking on the NY Stock Exchange or American Stock Exchange for companies.  Then contact them for scholarships.
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· Professional Associations of your prospective industry.  Google a name for the  

 industry (Air Traffic Controllers) and add “organizations” =  Air Traffic Controllers Organization. 

Read Scholarship books.  Check Amazon for ratings by people who have read and used them.

Two favorites:

· The Complete Idiots Guide to Paying for College – Ken Clark

· 501 Ways for Adult Students to Pay for College by Gen Tanabe

· Search the 30 Best Books on college financial aid listed at:  
 http://www.collegepiggybank.org/top-30-books-on-how-to-pay-for-college/
· Most Scholarship and Financial Aid books have long lists of sites to check for College Funding.  Find them!  Read them!  Buy them used, or with friends and split the cost!  It will save a lot of hunting time. 

· Scholarships for the Disabled:  Google “Scholarships and (name the disability)”.  There are MANY kinds.
· There are special scholarships for minority groups and ethnicities of all kinds.  (and just for Women)
APPLY FOR EVERYTHING THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS!!     

Apply for 300 scholarships and grants!  Or 1000!  You will probably end up exhausted and rich! Yes, it may be boring, hard, and tedious, but you may end up with hundreds of thousands of dollars!
IF ALL ELSE FAILS -- STUDENT LOANS ---  THE LAST-GASP ALTERNATIVE.

If you MUST get a loan, get a federally subsidized student loan.  Pay many back after graduation, with or without interest.  CHECK THE DETAILS.  
-- How to find out the best kinds?  Visit a Financial Aid Officer (FAO) for loan types and details, or read a RECENT book on the topic  (Scholarship and College Financial Aid books).

-- Arrange to pay the school in monthly installments rather than a lump sum at the semester’s beginning.
-- You can actually bargain with the FAO, especially if you have financial aid offers from other colleges, or have greater needs than they are willing to support.  This bargaining must be called “reassessment” not negotiating, although it is.  Play one school against the other – politely and tactfully, of course!
FILL OUT APPLICATIONS & FORMS  and WRITE ESSAYS WITH NO ERRORS!!  

A fussy judge may toss out an application because it is dirty, smudged, or has crossed out information.  A self-important English-teacher-judge may chuck your essay because it has one spelling error, or one bit of bad grammar.  Their job is not to FIND the best, but to ELIMINATE the most.  Don’t get eliminated!  Have several people check everything you intend to submit – giving you plenty of time to re-do.  (You’re earning big bucks here!  Do a perfect job!)  SPECIAL OFFER:  After you’ve had your English Teacher proofread your essay,  you may send it to me for an additional proofreading & suggestions.  I’m an editor/author.  Lndavis@burgoyne.com. 
(GREAT Hint:  Make several copies of every form before you fill it out, so you can throw away the one with mistakes.  You may be able to find an old- fashioned typewriter and type in your info if you can’t  print neatly.)

Scholarship essay: Several websites and books have instructions and advice on writing essays.  See

http://www.collegescholarships.org/collegegate/writing.htm   and

www.scholarshiphelp.org/scholarship_essay.htm 

Judges want most to read essays about:

· Why you chose the career you are working toward, 
· Events that changed your life, 
· Volunteer experiences, and how they have influenced you, 




· Leadership opportunities in which you served, that influenced your outlook 

· Special talents or abilities you have, and how they can serve others or improve conditions.     
Write essays on all these topics. Prepare to elaborate or change them to fit each scholarship 
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AND DID WE MENTION… APPLY EARLY ?   Yes, do,  the money runs out soon.  Usually, Jan 1 of the year you plan to start school is the day you should aim to apply – even if the school you want hasn’t yet accepted you.  Do everything else you can do well before January 1 (Fill out as much as you can of FAFSA, write several excellent essays, assemble proofs of ID, gather Income Tax info, explore careers and majors you might like, take SAT, ACT, or other required tests, have proof of graduation, letters of recommendation, etc.) 
►Prepare to do your income tax as soon after Jan 1 as you can. That and completing FAFSA are the last 2 requirements.

Special and Weird scholarships:  Find even more at: http://www.mentalfloss.com/blogs/archives/44245 
1. Dessert Enthusiasts
2. Duck Callers
3. Fire Safety Experts (or literate people with decent luck)
4. Bagpipe Majors at Carnegie Mellon 
5. Creative Students at David Letterman’s Alma Mater
6. People Looking for Unique Prom Attire  OR:  Prom attire made of Duct Tape, and worn!
7. Aspiring Children’s Television Stars
8. Twins Who Don’t Hate Each Other
9. Meat-Eaters Orators
10. Outspoken Vegetarians
11. Ayn Rand Enthusiasts
12. Caddies
13. Tall People
14. Short People
15. Future Welders of America
16. Schizophrenics
17. People with Autism
18. Budding writers considering Ursinus College
19. The Michael Scotts of Tomorrow 

PRAY YOUR HEART OUT THROUGH THE WHOLE PROCESS!


The Lord DOES want to help you, but the hard work of this scholarship search IS the part that builds the Character the Lord wants in you.  He will help you in the whole process, but it is rarely His plan to drop money into your lap.  As far as the Lord is concerned, learning to work hard and persistently may be more eternally important than the knowledge and skills you will obtain by education and training.
YOU CAN DO THIS!

COMMITT TO SPEND AT LEAST 1 HR. PER DAY FOR AS LONG AS YOU CAN!  

►You can STILL apply for more scholarships while you’re IN school!
This is your new theme song:  (sung to the tune of “Waltzing Matilda” ( )
	SEARCH & APPLY! oh

SEARCH & APPLY! oh

SEARCH & APPLY! oh

SEARCH & APPLY!!!
	There’ll be money for you 

for your college fund if only you’ll

Search & Apply till

You’re face turns to blue!


GO FORWARD WITH FAITH AND WILLINGNESS to work persistently!

(That means search & apply!  And pray!)

