FAFSA

Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
This questionnaire for Federal & State Grants, is also required for MOST scholarships and grants from any source.  DO FILL IT OUT A.S.A.P.!  
      You may only be able to fill out part of this form before you do your income tax for last year.  Do your tax forms as soon as possible after Jan 1 to be first in line for scholarships and grant money.  Save a copy to duplicate for most applications, and for other family members who apply for college and financial aid.  The FAFSA filled out online with answers typed in looks more neat and classy.
FAFSA  is a list of questions to show your basic information, and the financial needs of your family or yourself.  Most states, universities, organizations and foundations DO require this of you, so you might as well fill out as much as you can ahead of time.  Your tax return from the previous year is the evidence you need before sending in your application.  

►YOU MUST COMPLETE A NEW FAFSA EVERY YEAR!!◄ Because your income changes.
Find it on http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/fotw1112/pdf/PdfFafsa11-12.pdf   Or you can go to fafsa.ed.gov/ and it will direct you to that exact site above.  DO NOT CLICK ON ANYWEB ADDRESS THAT DOES NOT END IN .gov.  Those other sites want you to pay them money to fill out the form for you.  You don’t need that.  If you feel insecure, many high schools have free evening classes to help you learn to do it right.  A website to help you with FAFSA and other grants is www.collegepellgrant.org/#fafsa 
Read the first two pages of the FAFSA website carefully.  They tell you important facts and conditions about the FAFSA.  You should print those out and save them in the 3-inch Scholarship Binder you were smart enough to buy.

FIRST: KNOW ANY DEADLINES for any scholarships and grants you seek!  
 1.    The money gets handed out starting the first day, and is usually gone within several weeks!  If you wait until the deadline, the money will all be GONE!  So PLAN AHEAD AND DO EVERYTHING YOU CAN, AHEAD OF THE STARTING DATE!!  You might want to keep a calendar especially for scholarship beginning and deadline dates.  Next year’s dates will probably be similar, but no guarantee!
NEXT:

2.  Print and fill out a sample FAFSA so you will have all your correct information at your fingertips.  
3.  THEN fill out the official FAFSA online, referring to the info on your sample FAFSA.  
4. OR Fill out a paper FAFSA and mail it in.  (typed info gives you “neatness” points!)
5.  BEAT THE DEADLINES by as far as you can!  But even if your application arrives late in the competition, it won’t hurt to apply anyway.  Someone may have had to cancel their scholarship, and you might get another chance.  
As part of the FAFSA, there is also a form to fill out if you have ever used, possessed, sold, or distributed illegal drugs.  You must fill out everything honestly.  Having a conviction does not mean you cannot receive financial aid.  They just want evidence that you have stayed clean since then, and intend to stay clean during college. (Who wants to donate their hard-earned money to an active user?)

