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steps to choosin.
e right school

Step 1
Take some time
to plan your plan.

• s a good idea to begin

wiuu a self-assessment. Deter-

mining what your goals are and

what you'll want to get (and

not get) out of your college ex-

perience is a great place to start

your search. Learning about

yourself will allow you to find a

college that fits your needs.

/ Why really, are you going?

/ What are you best (and

worst) at?

/ What do you want out of

college — out of life?

/ Will you be more comfort-

able and happier on your own,

. or is the support of friends
and family crucial to you?

B.e.sure to include family

friends.and people you trust
in considering these issues.

Pe<-"->le who know you can
01 .isights and perspectives
that can help you see the big

picture.

Step 2
Make a list and
check it twice.

Narrow the possibilities

according to:

/ Location.

/ Price

</ Programs

/ Financial aid options

</ Activities
/ Size

Find the colleges that ap-

peal to you.'Compare them.

Write the comparisons down.

On paper. Look at your list —

then look at it again. Consider

what makes sense to you given

your circumstances.

Step 3
Make financial plans.

Of course, a simple-cost- •

comparison between the
schools on your list will help
you. A closer inspection of the
variety of financial aid pack-
ages, scholarship possibilities
and even work-study programs

can make a dramatic difference
in your bottom line. If you
simply assume that a college
on your list isn't a possibility

based on the "sticker price" of
tuition, you might miss a per-

fect — and perfectly affordable
— option.

The schools you're inter-

ested in will also have on-line
help and financial .aid officers
ready to help. A little time
spent investigating these areas
will pay huge dividends later in
your education. Look early and

ask for help often.

Step 4
Visit colleges online
and in-person.

Check out die websites
for the colleges on your list.
Use die websites to take vir-
tual tours, research programs,
activities and request informa-

tion.
There's no substitute for

a college visit. If you arrive
at a school and can't picture

yourself in that environment

— in these buildings with the

professors, students, and sur-
roundings there — it may not

be the school for you.

When you get there, take

some time to sit in on classes

you might be interested in, eat

where the students eat and

hang out in the local hot spots.

Strike up a conversation with
students — find out about

what they think about their

college and their decision to

go there.

When you've done these

things, go through this list

again and then make a deci-

sion. You have many options,

but you don't have to be
overwhelmed by them. You
have great options and you can
make a great decision.
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